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DETAILED ACTION 
Oaim Rejections - 35 USC§102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5, 8-44, and 47-89 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. l62(e) as being anticipated by 
Wood (US Pub. No. 2003/0146836 Al). 

Referring to claim 1, Wood discloses a system comprising: 

an environmental sensor associated with a product in a container (figure 5); 

at least one scanner for scanning the sensor at one or more locations to read product 
environment data fi-om the sensor (page 2, paragraph [0014]; page 5, paragraphs [0088] and 
[0092]; figures 6-7); and 

a computer connected to communicate with the at least one scanner, the computer 
generating a transporting instruction for transporting the container and product based on the 
scanned product environment data (page 5, paragraphs [0088] and [0092]; figures 6-7). 

As to claim 2, Wood discloses a system, wherein the transporting instruction is generated 
based on determining whether the environmental condition of the contained product has 
transcended a Umit based on the product environment data (Blocks 577, 575, and 576 in figure 
6). 
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Referring to claim 3, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor stores shipping ■ 
address data of a receiver to which the container and product are to be sent, the transporting 
performed by a carrier so as to transport the container and product to the receiver based on the 
shipping address data so long as the determining has not established that the environmental 
condition has transcended the limit, and the transporting performed differently to other than the 
receiver if the environmental condition has transcended the limit (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page 
5, paragraph [0089]; page 7, 1"^ col., lines 58-60). 

As to claim 4, Wood discloses a system, wherein the at least one scanner is further used 
for scanning identification data fi"om at least one of the container and product (page 1, paragraph 
[0008]; page 4, paragraph [0080]). 

Referring to claim 5, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor generates time data 
and stores product environment data in association with the time data to indicate the time of 
sensing the environment condition (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page 5, paragraph [0083]). 

As to claim 8, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor comprises a radio-fi"equency 
identification (RFID) sensor tag, and the scanner transmits and receives radio fi*equency signals 
fi*om the tag in the performance of scanning the sensor (page 1, paragraphs [0007] and [0009]; 
page 2, paragraphs [0014] and [0016]; page 4, paragraph [0078]). 

Referring to claim 9, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor is placed inside the 
container (page 4, paragraph [0075]; figure 5). 

As to claim 10, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor is affixed to an outer 
surface of the container (page 4, paragraph [0074]; figure 4), 
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Referring to claim 11, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor is positioned on the 
product inside of the container (page 4, paragraph [0073]; figure 3). 

As to claim 12, Wood discloses a system, wherein the environmental condition sensed by 
the sensor to generate the product environment data includes at least one of temperature, 
pressure, vacuum, vibration, shock, humidity, moisture, light, air, and a chemical (page 1, 
paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ col., lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 13, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor comprises a 
temperature sensor, and the product environment data generated by the sensor comprises at least 
one measurement of a temperature level to which the product has been exposed (page 1, 
paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ col., lines 1-5). 

As to claim 14, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor comprises a pressure 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the pressure sensor comprises at least one 
measurement of a pressure level to which the product has been exposed (page 1, paragraph 
[0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1"^ col, lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 15, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor comprises a vacuum 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the vacuum sensor comprises at least one 
measurement of a vacuum level to which the product has been exposed (page 1, paragraph 
[0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1"^ col., lines 1-5). 

As to claim 16, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor comprises a light sensor, 
and the product environment data generated by the light sensor comprises at least one 
measurement of an amount of light to which the product has been exposed (page 1, paragraph 
[0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1"^ col., lines 1-5). 
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Referring to claim 17, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor comprises a chemical 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the chemical sensor comprises at least 
one measurement of an amount of a chemical to which the product has been exposed (page 1, 
paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ col, lines 1-5). 

As to claim 18, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor comprises an air sensor, and 
the product environment data generated by the air sensor comprises at least one measurement of 
an amount of air to which the product has been exposed (page 1, paragraph [0012]; page 2, 
paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ col., lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 19, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor comprises a vibration 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the vibration sensor comprises at least 
one measurement of an amount of vibration to which the product has been exposed (page 1, 
paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ col, lines 1-5). 

As to claim 20, Wood discloses a system, wherem the sensor comprises a shock sensor, 
and the product environment data generated by the shock sensor comprises at least one 
measurement of an amount of shock to which the product has been exposed (page 1, paragraph 
[0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1"^ col., lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 21, Wood discloses a system, wherein the sensor comprises a humidity 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the humidity sensor comprises at least 
one measurement of an amount of humidity to which the product has been exposed (page 1, 
paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ col, lines 1-5). 

As to claim 22, Wood discloses a system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the sensor 
comprises a moisture sensor, and the product environment data generated by the moisture sensor 
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comprises at least one measurement of an amount of moisture to which the product has been 
exposed (page 1, paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ col., lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 23, Wood discloses a computer system comprising: a server capable of 
communicating with a plurality of remote computers via a network, said remote computers 
operable to transmit at least one of product environment data, tracking data and identification 
data associated with at least one of a container and product, to the server via the network (page 9, 
2"*^ col, lines 15-18); and 

a database accessible by the server for storing product environment and tracking data in 
association with identification data (page 6, paragraphs [0096] and [0097]; figure 7). 

As to claim 24, Wood discloses the computer system, wherein the tracking data 
comprises time and location data identifying when and where at least one scanning operation of a 
contained product took place (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page 5, paragraph [0083]). 

Referring to claim 25, Wood discloses the computer system, wherein the identification 
data comprises a tracking identifier uniquely identifying at least one of the container and product 
(page 1, paragraph [0008]; page 5, paragraph [0083]). 

As to claim 26, Wood discloses an apparatus comprising: 

a database storage unit storing: 

identification data associated with at least one of a container and product (page 1, 
paragraph [0008]); 

tracking data associated with the identification data (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page 5, 
paragraph [0083]); and 
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product environment data associated with the identification data and the tracking data 
(page 9, l""^ col., lines 15-18; figure 7). 

Referring to claim 27, Wood discloses the apparatus, wherein the tracking data comprises 
time and location data identifying when and where, respectively, at, least one corresponding 
scanning of the contained product took place (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page S, paragraph 
[0083]). 

As to claim 28, Wood discloses the apparatus, wherein the identification data comprises a 
tracking identifier uniquely identifying at least one of the container and product (page 1, 
paragraph [0008]; page 5, paragraph [0083]), 

Referring to claim 29, Wood discloses a method comprising: 

scanning an environmental sensor physically associated with a product in a container at 
one or more locations to read product environment data fi"om the sensor (page 2, paragraph 
[0014]; page 5, paragraphs [0088] and [0092]; figures 6-7) and 

transporting the container and product based on the product environment data (page 5, 
paragraphs [0088] and [0092]), 

As to claim 30, Wood discloses a method, further comprising: 

determining whether the environmental condition of the contained product has 
transcended a hmit based on the product environment data, 

the transporting step being performed based on the determining step (Blocks 577, and 
575 in figure 6; page 5, paragraphs [0089] and [0094]). 

Referring to claim 31, Wood discloses a method, wherein the container has a shipping 
label having shipping address data indicating a shipping address of a receiver to which the 
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container and product are to be sent, the transporting performed so as to transport the container 
and product to the receiver based on the shipping address data so long as the determining has not 
established that the environmental condition has transcended the Umit, and the transporting 
performed differently if the environmental condition has transcended the Umit (page 1, paragraph 
[0008]; page 4, paragraph [0078]; page 5, paragraph [0089]; page 7, 1"^ col, Imes 58-60). 

As to claim 32, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor stores shipping address 
data of a receiver to which the container and product are to be sent, the transporting performed so 
as to transport the container and product to the receiver based on the shipping address data so 
long as the determining has not established that the environmental condition has transcended the 
limit, and the transporting performed differently if the environmental condition has transcended 
the limit (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page 4, paragraph [0078]; page 5, paragraph [0089]; page 7, 
1^ col., lines 58-60). 

Referring to claim 33, Wood discloses a method, wherein the container and product are 
routed to an alternate destination if the determining estabUshes that the environmental condition 
has transcended the Umit (page 5, paragraph [0089]). 

As to claim 34, Wood discloses a method, wherein the alternate destination includes a 
disposal site (page 5, paragraph [0089]; figure 7). 

Referring to claim 35, Wood discloses a method, wherein the alternate destination 
includes a different receiver than the receiver to whom the container and product were originally 
to be sent (page 5, paragraph [0089]; figure 7). 

As to claim 36, Wood discloses a method, further comprising: 
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transmitting the product environment data via a network from a scanner performing the 
scanning, to a computer system for storage therein (page 9, 2"^ col., lines 15-18). 

Referring to claim 37, Wood discloses a method, further comprising the steps of 

scanning identification data from at least one of the container and product (page 2, 
paragraph [0014]; page 5, paragraphs [0088] and [0092]; figures 6-7); 

transmitting the identification data to the computer system (page 9, 2"^* col., lines 15-18); 

receiving identification data and product environment data from the scanner at the 
computer system via the network (page 9, col., lines 15-18); and 

storing the product environment data in association with the identification data at the 
computer system (page 9, 2"^ col., lines 15-18). 

As to claim 38, Wood discloses a method, wherein the determining is performed by the 
computer system based on the received product environment data (page 9, 2"^ col, lines 15-18). 

Referring to claim 39, Wood discloses a method, fiirther comprising the step of 
generating a transporting instruction at the computer system for performance of the transporting 
based on the product environment data (page 5, paragraphs [0088] and [0092]). 

As to claim 40, Wood discloses a method, further comprising the step of 

transmitting the transporting instruction from the computer system to at least one point 
within a carrier's logistics network for performance of the transporting step (figure 7). 

Referring to claim 41, Wood discloses a method, further comprising the steps of 

generating tracking data including at least one of the time and location of the product 
during the performance of the scanning (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page 5, paragraph [0083]; 

transmitting the tracking data to the computer system; 
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receiving tracking data at the computer system; and 

recording the tracking data in association with the identification data and product 
environment data (page 9, 2**^ coL, lines 15-18; figure 7). 

As to claim 42, Wood discloses a method, further comprising: 

receiving at the computer system via the network a request from a user of a computing 
device to access product environment data for a package, the request including identification data 
associated with at least one of the container and product (page 9, 1^ col., lines 1-7); 

retrieving the product environment data based on the identification data (page 9, 1^ col., 
lines 1-7); and 

transmitting the product environment data from the computer system to the computing 
device via the network (page 9, 1^ col, lines 1-7; page 9, 2"** col, lines 15-18). 

Referring to claim 43, Wood discloses a method, wherein the determining is performed 
by the sensor to produce determination data scanned in the scanning step (Blocks 577, 575, and 
576 in figure 6). 

As to claim 44, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor generates time data and 
stores product environment data in association with the time data to indicate the time of sensing 
the environmental condition (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page 5, paragraph [0083]). 

Referring to claim 47, Wood discloses a method, wherein the container is a package 
(page 4, paragraphs [0074] and [0075]; figures 4-5). 

As to claim 48, Wood discloses a method, wherein the container is a shipping container 
(page 4, paragraphs [0074] and [0075]; figures 4-5). 
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Referring to claim 49, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor comprises a 
radio-frequency identification (RFID) sensor tag, and the scanner transmits and receives radio 
frequency signals from the tag in the performance of the scanning step (page 1, paragraphs 
[0007] and [0009]; page 2, paragraphs [0014] and [0016]; page 4, paragraphs [0078]). 

As to claim 50, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor is placed inside the 
container (page 4, paragraph [0075]; figure 5). 

Referring to claim 51, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor is affixed to an outer 
surface of the container (page 4, paragraph [0074]; figure 4). 

As to claim 52, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor is positioned on the product 
inside of the container (page 4, paragraph [0073]; figure 3). 

Referring to claim 53, Wood discloses a method, wherein the environmental condition 
sensed by the sensor to generate the product environment data includes at least one of 
temperature, pressure, vacuum, vibration,, shock, humidity, moisture, light, air, and a chemical 
(page 1, paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1"* col., lines 1-5). 

As to claim 54, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor comprises a temperature 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the temperature sensor comprises at least 
one measurement of a temperature level to which the product has been exposed (page 1, 
paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ col, lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 55, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor comprises a pressure 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the pressure sensor comprises at least one 
measurement of a pressure level to which the product has been exposed (page 1, paragraph 
[0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1"^ col., lines 1-5). 
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As to claim 56, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor comprises a vacuum 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the vacuum sensor comprises at least one 
measurement of a vacuum level to which the product has been exposed (page 1, paragraph 
[0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1"^ coL, lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 57, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor comprises a light 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the light sensor comprises at least one 
measurement of an amount of light to which the product has been exposed (page 1, paragraph 
[0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1"^ col, Unes 1-5). 

As to claim 58, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor comprises a chemical 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the chemical sensor comprises at least 
one measurement of an amount of a known chemical to which the product has been exposed 
(page 1, paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ col., lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 59, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor comprises an air 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the air sensor comprises at least one 
measurement of an amount of air to which the product has been exposed (page 1, paragraph 
[0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1"^ coL, Unes 1-5). 

As to claim 60, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor comprises a vibration 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the vibration sensor comprises at least 
one measurement of an amount of vibration to which the product has been exposed (page 1, 
paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ coL, lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 61, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor comprises a shock 
sensor, and the product envh-onment data generated by the shock sensor comprises at least one 
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measurement of an amount of shock to which the product has been exposed (page 1, paragraph 
[0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1"^ col., lines 1-5). 

As to claim 62, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor comprises a humidity 
sensor, and the product environment data generated by the humidity sensor comprises at least 
one measurement of an amount of humidity to which the product has been exposed (page 1, 
paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ col., lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 63, Wood discloses a method, wherein the sensor comprises a 
moisture sensor, and the product environment data generated by the moisture sensor comprises at 
least one measurement of an amount of moisture to which the product has been exposed (page 1, 
paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ col., Unes 1-5). 

As to claim 64, Wood discloses a method, further comprising: 

determining whether the environmental condition of the contained product has 
transcended a first Umit based on the product environment data (Blocks 577, 575, and 576 in 
figure 6), 

determining whether the environmental condition of the contained product has 
transcended a second Umit based on the product environment data (Blocks 581, 582, and 583 in 
figure 6), 

the transporting step being performed based on the determining steps (Block 584 in 
figure 6). 

Referring to claim 65, Wood discloses a method, wherein the container and product are 
transported using a faster level of service than is currently being used to transport the container 
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and product, if the determining establishes that the environmental condition has transcended the 
first limit, but not the second limit (page 5, paragraphs [0089] and [0094]; figure 7). 

As to claim 66, Wood discloses a method, wherein the container and product are routed 
to an alternate destination if the determining establishes that the environmental condition has 
transcended both the first Umit and the second limit (page 5, paragraphs [0089] and [0094]; 
figure 7). 

Referring to claim 67, Wood discloses a method comprising: 

receiving identification data associated with at least one of a container and product at a 
computer system via a network fi"om a remote scanner (page 9, 1^ col., lines 1-7); 

receiving product environment data at the computer system via the network from the 
remote scanner, said product environment data obtained by scanning an environmental sensor 
associated with the contained produa (page 9, 1^ col., Unes 1-7); 

storing the product environment data in association with the identification data in the 
computer system (page 9, 1^ col., lines 1-7); 

receiving tracking data associated with the contained product at the computer system via 
the network from the remote scanner (page 9, 1^ col., lines 1-7); and 

storing the tracking data in association with the identification data and the product 
environment data in the computer system (page 9, 1^ col., lines 1-7). 

As to claim 68, Wood discloses a method, wherein the tracking data comprises time and 
location data identifying, respectively, when and where the scanning took place (page 1, 
paragraph [0008]; page 5, paragraph [0083]). 
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Referring to claim 69, Wood discloses a method, wherein the tracking identifier is 
identified in a printed medium attached to the package (page 4, paragraph [0078]; figure 4). 

As to claim 70, Wood discloses a method, wherein the printed medium comprises a 
shipping label (page 4, paragraph [0078]; figure 4). 

Referring to claim 71, Wood discloses a method, wherein the tracking identifier is 
identified by a shipping label attached to a container enclosing the product (page 4, paragraph 
[0078]; figure 4). 

As to claim 72, Wood discloses a method, wherein the tracking identifier is stored in the 
sensor and read by a scanner to identify the contained product (page 4, paragraph [0078]; figure 
4). 

Referring to claim 73, Wood discloses a method, fiirther comprising the steps of 
receiving a request to access product environment data fi"om a remote computing device 

via the network (page 9, 1^ col., lines 1-7); and 

transmitting the product environment data in association with the tracking data (page 9, 

2''*' col., lines 15-18). 

As to claim 74, Wood discloses a method, wherein the computing system receives user 
identification data in the request received fi'om the remote computing device, the method further 
comprising the step of 

determining whether the user is authorized to access the product environment data based 
on the user identification data (page 6, paragraph [0096]; page 9, 1^ col, lines 1-7); and 
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selectively transmitting the product environment data to the user, if the determining 
establishes that the user is authorized to access the product environment data (page 6, paragraph 
[0096]; page 9, 1"" col., Unes 1-7). 

Referring to claim 75, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium storing a computer 
program that can be executed by a computer to receive product environment data, said product 
environment data obtained by scanning an environmental sensor associated with a product in a 
container, and to generate a transporting instruction for transporting the container and product 
based on the product environment data (page 2, paragraph [0014]; page 5, paragraphs [0088] and 
[0092]; figures 6-7). 

As to claim 76, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein the transporting 
instruction is generated based on determining whether the environmental condition of the 
product in the container has transcended a limit based on the product environment data (Blocks 
577, 575, and 576 in figure 6). 

Referring to claim 77, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein the 
container has a shipping label having shipping address data indicating a shipping address of a 
receiver to which the container and product are to be sent, the transporting instruction indicating 
the transporting be performed by a carrier so as to transport the container and product to the 
receiver based on the shipping address data so long as the determining step has not estabUshed 
that the environmental condition has transcended the limit, and the transporting instruction 
indicating the transporting be performed differently if the environmental condition has 
transcended the limit (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page 5, paragraph [0089], page 7, 1"^ col., lines 
58-60; figures 6-7). 
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As to claim 78, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein the computer 
program can further be executed to transmit the transporting instruction to at least one point 
within a carrier's logistics network for performance of transporting the container and product 
(figure 7), 

Referring to claim 79, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein the 
computer program can further be executed to receive identification data associated with at least 
one of the container and product, and store the identification data in association with the product 
environment data (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page 4, paragraph [0080]). 

As to claim 80, wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein the computer 
program can further be executed to receive tracking data, and store the tracking data in 
association with the product environment data (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page S, paragraph 
[0083]). 

Referring to claim 81, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein the 
tracking data comprises time and location data identifying, respectively, when and where the 
scanning was performed (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page 5, paragraph [0083]). 

As to claim 82, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein the container is a 
package (page 4, paragraphs [0074] and [0075]; figure 4-5). 

Referring to claim 83, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein the 
container is a shipping container (page 4, paragraphs [0074] and [0075]; figures 4-5), 

As to claim 84, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein the sensor 
comprises a radio-frequency identification (RFID) sensor tag, and a scanner transmits and 
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receives radio frequency signals from the tag in the performance of the scanning step (page 1, 
paragraphs [0007] and [0009]; page 2, paragraphs [0014] and [0016]; page 4, paragraph [0078]). 

Referring to claim 85, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein the 
environmental condition sensed by the sensor to generate the product environment data includes 
at least one of temperature, pressure, vacuum, vibration, shock, humidity, moisture, light, air, and 
a chemical (page 1, paragraph [0012]; page 2, paragraph [0017]; page 7, 1^ col., lines 1-5). 

As to claim 86, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium storing a computer 
program that can be executed by a computer to: receive product environment data at the 
computer via a network from a remote scanner, said product environment data obtained by 
scanning an environmental sensor associated with a contained product; store the product 
environment data in the computer; receive tracking data associated with the contained product at 
the computer via the network from the remote scanner; and store the tracking data in association 
with the product environment data in the computer (page 2, paragraph [0014]; page 5, paragraphs 
[0088] and [0092]; page 9, 2"^ col., Unes 15-18; figures 6-7) . 

Referring to claim 87, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein said 
tracking data comprises time and location data identifying when and where, respectively, the 
scanning took place (page 1, paragraph [0008]; page 5, paragraph [0083]). 

As to claim 88, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein the computer 
program can further be executed to receive a request to access the product environment data 
from a remote computing device via the network, and transmit the product environment data in 
association with the tracking data (page 9, 1^ col., lines 1-7 and 2"^ col, lines 15-18). 
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Referring to claim 89, Wood discloses a computer-readable medium, wherein the 
computer program can further be executed to: receive user identification data in the request 
received from the remote computing device; determine whether the user is authorized to access 
the product environment data based on the user identification data; and selectively transmit the 
product environment data to the user, if the determining step estabUshes that the user is 
authorized to access the product environment data (page 6, paragraph [0096]; page 9, 1^ coL, 
lines 1-7 and 2"^ coL, lines 15-18). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the diiferences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6-7 and 45-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wood as applied to claims 1 and 30 above, and further in view of Easley et al. (US Pub. No. 
2005/0073406 Al). 

Referring to claims 6-7 and 45-46, Wood discloses a system and a method of 
scanning an environmental sensor physically associated with a product in a container at 

one or more locations to read product environment data from the sensor (page 2, paragraph 

[0014]; page 5, paragraphs [0088] and [0092]; figures 6-7); 

transporting the container and product based on the product environment data (page 5, 

paragraphs [0088] and [0092]); 
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determining whether the environmental condition of the contained product has 
transcended a Umit based on the product environment data; 

the transporting step being performed based on the determining step (Blocks 577, and 
575 in figure 6; page 5, paragraphs [0089] and [0094]). 

Wood does not teach or suggest the sensor comprises a visual indicator comprising at 
least one light-emitting diode (LED) that illuminates in response to the environment condition to 
which the product is subjected transcending a Umit. 

Easley et al. disclose the sensor comprises a visual indicator comprising at least one light- 
emitting diode (LED) that illuminates in response to the environment condition to which the 
product is subjected transcending a Umit (page 3, paragraph [0048]; page4, paragraph [0062]). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have appUed the sensor as described by Easley et al. reference 
into the method and system of Wood's reference to monitor the container environment and 
provide a security alarm to the container visually and/or audibly in detecting breaches in the 
container integrity. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earUer communications fi"om the 
examiner should be directed to Toan M. Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-2276. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday fi-om 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on (571) 272-2269. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Toan Le 



/ John Bartow 
/TeGhnolog^^rter 2800 
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